WKAT WE CLAIM: 
11. A storage system comprising: 

2 an Interface unit connected to a computer; 

3 a first controller which processes a file operation; 

4 a second controller which processes the read/write of 

5 data for a storage; and 

6 an internal network which accesses said interface unit, 

7 said first controller and said second controller lautually, 

8 wherein said interface unit selects a transfer 



y destination of a frame tranyiuitted from said computer, from 

10 one of said first controller and said second controller, 

11 and transfers said frame through said internal network to 

12 the selected controller. 



12. A storage system according to CAaim 1^ 

2 wherein said first controller executes the read/write 

3 of the data for said storage through said second cuutrolleri 

4 in case it receives said frame from said interface unit end 

5 executes the file operation designated by said frame. 

13. A storage system according to Claim 2, rurther 

2 comprising a fecund interface unit connected to another 

3 storage, 

4 wherein said interface unit selects the transfer 

5 destination of said frame fium said first controller/ eaid 

6 second controller or said second interface unit. 
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14. A storacre system according to Claim 3/ 

2 wherein said first controller executes the read/writa 

3 of the data for said another storage through said second 

4 interface unit, in case it receives said frame from said 

5 interface unit and executes the file operation designated 

6 by said frame. 

15, A etorage system according to Claim 1# further 

2 comprising a plurality of said first controllers, 

3 wherein said intertace unit selects a pxedetermined 

4 firat controller from said plurality of first controll f^rs 

5 and transmit?? aaid f.rame through said internal network to 

6 said selected first controller, in case said frame is a rrame 

7 containing a command requesting a file operation, 

[ 1 6. A etorage system ^rr.ording to Claim 5, wherein 

2 said interface unit holds the informarion on the 

3 corresponding relation between said plurality of first 

4 controllers and an identifier contained in the frame 

5 received from said computer, and decides the first • 

6 controller, to which said frame is to be transferred, on 

7 the basis of said information when said fr^^me is received. 
Ifi 1 7. A storage system according to Claim 1, wherein, 

2 according to the instruction of said first couLxoller 

3 having received said frame, said interface unit and said 

4 second controller transmit/receive the data on the 

5 processing of said first controller through said internal 
. 6 networic. 
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1 a. A storage system according to Claim 4/ wherein, 

2 according to the instruction of said first controller 

3 having received said frame/ said interface unit and said . 

4 second interface unit tr;^n.smit/receive the data on the 

5 processing of said first controller through said internal 

6 network. 

19. A storage system according to Claim 6, wherein 

2 said information contains the information indicating 

3 that said plurality of first controllers correspond to one 

4 port belonging to eaid interface unit for receiving said 

5 frame. 

1 10. A storage system according to Claim 1/ further 

2 comprising a plural! Ly of said interface units, wherein 

3 the frame received by said plurality of interface 

4 units is transferred to said first controller. 

1 11. A storage system according to cloim 0, further 

2 comprising a inanagemcnt unit, wherein 

3 . said interface unit reconf igurates the contents of 

4 said information and changes the transfer aesLlxiation of 

5 said frame in accordance with the instruction of said 

6 management unit. 

1 12. A storage system according to Claim 11/ further 

2 comprising: 

3 a plurality of said interface units; and 

4 means which inherites the processing executed in said 

5 interface unit to another of said intearface unite in 
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6 accordance with the instruction of said management unit. 

1 13. A storage system according to Claim 12, wherein 

2 rhe instruction of said laanagement unit ia made when 

3 the failure of said interface unit i a detected by each device 

4 belonging to said storage, and 

5 said management unit has the information of said 

6 another interface unit inheriting the processing at the time 

7 of a failure of said interface unit, 

1 14. A storage system according to clairo 12, further 

2 comprising: 

3 a plurality of said first controllers; and 

4 means which inherites the processing executed in said . 

5 first controller to another of sciid first controllers in 

6 accordance with the instruction of said management unit. 

1 15. A storage system according to Claim 14, wherein 

2 the instruction of said management unit is made when 

3 the failure of eaid first controller ia detected by each 

4 device beloncring to said storage, and 

5 said management unit has the information ut said 

6 another fixet controller inheriting the processing at the. 

7 time of a failure of said first controller. 

1 16. A storage system according to Claim 4, wherein 

2 said second controller controls said another storage 

3 through said second interface unit. 

1 17. A storage system according to Claim 1, wherein 

2 said second controller has a cache memory and a diek 
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3 device. 

1 18. A storage system comprising: 

2 an interface unit connected to a conputer; 

3 a control! fir which processes a file operation; 

4 a second interface unit which processes the read/write 

5 of data for a storage; and 

6 an internal network which accesses said interface unit, 

7 said second interface unit and said controller mutually, 

8 wherein said Interface unit selects a transfer 

9 destination of a frame transmitted from said computer, from 

10 one of said controller and said second interface unit, and 

11 transfers said frame through said internal network to the 

12 selected controller or said second interface unit« 
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